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"I firstvisited Michelangelo's Laurentian Library in 1983, after having studied it a t  Cornell. lt's a very small space in the 
Basilica di San Lorenzo in Florence, constructed in the 1500s. The w a y  the room plays with scale is wha t  intrigues me 
most. There .are these very formai architectural elements like scrolls, pediments, and niches; the stairs spill out from 
the l ibrarx as if suggesting that knowledge is being offered to everyone. The Mannerist per iod-between the Renais-
sance and the Baroque- in which il was built has definitely influenced my work. And the room is in only I w o  materials. 
By being very simple in one w a y  and articulate in another, it is remarkably modern." - A s  told to Camille Okhio 
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